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indexed. Not illustrated. 1805 Excerpt: .It is certain, however, that there are great and excellent patterns to form
upon, both ancient and modern. And it is very proper for young persons to read authors, after they have heard
critcifms and remarks made upon them. These criticisms you may take at sirst either from books or
converfation. Try if you can observe the genius, or peculiar and characteristic turn of an author, not only his
excellencies, but wherein they are peculiar to him, and different from those of others. Cicero is slowing, servent,
ornate--somewhat vain and ostentatious, but masterly in his way. Demosthenes is simple, close, nervous, rapid,
and irresistible. Livy has a bewitching knack, of telling a story; he is so expressive and descripT tive, that one
cannot help.being pleased with it, .even after several times reading. Sallust excels in giving characters, which he
strikes off in single epithets, or very concise remarks. Tacitus is chiefly remarkable for judicious and fagacious
observations on human lise; and Xenophon is superior to almost every author, in dignity, elegance, and
sweetness in the narration. Of modern authors in our own language, Mr Addison is a noble pattern of elegance,
dignity, and simplicity. Swift, in his political pieces, writes with great strength and force, and is perhaps a
pattern of style, which has scarcely been exceeded since his time. Hervey, in his Meditations, has a great deal of
veiy lively and animated description; but it is so highly ornamented, that it is somewhat dangerous in...
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