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illustrated. 1896 edition. Excerpt: . . . must spare thy life for my own sake. Then Giannoro said: Thou didst slay
thy wife, and then didst murder thy daughter Olympia. And now God holds thee in His hand over hell, ready to
let thee drop, unless thou be pardoned by the dead. And the hours are few, and time flies, and hell yawns for
thee. It were better a million times to be thy meanest prisoner in thy deepest dungeon at this minute than to be
the Lord di Medici. And small are thy chances of escape. And what chance have | asked the Signore di Medici. If
the dead consent | can make one appear even in this castle, and perhaps at once. Nay, thou needst not suspect
that I shall propose to do this thing far away so as to escape on the journey. For it is to be thy terrible judgment,
O Signore, and there lies before thee an awful punishment and long penance. Yet the manner and place of the
apparition depend on the will of the dead, and if that be not complied with fully in every detail, then we shall
both die. For note this well. If thou wilt leave me to order all things without hindrance, and | do not raise the
dead, then slay me forthwith. But beware of hell, O Signore, for if thou dost not see the spirit thy life will be
brief. Then the Signore di Medici, who had been...
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