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Jonathan Ball Publishers Sa, South Africa, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 230 x 155 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Tony Leon has written a book of unique insight into an
unexplored aspect of the presidency and leadership of Nelson Mandela. Opposite Mandela relates the untold
stories of how South Africa s first democratic president related to his political opponents. Leon served as leader
of the Democratic Party during Mandela s presidency. Although they clashed, sometimes fiercely, on great
issues of the day, Leon enjoyed an unusually warm relationship with Mandela and had direct access to the
president s office. In this first-hand account, he relates some of the more consequential moments of those
momentous times in South Africa s history-in-the-making through the lens of the opposition. Although this is a
personal account, it also explores some of the major themes, from reconciliation to corruption, which not only
marked that period but also laid the basis for the current challenges which confront South Africa today, nearly
two decades after Mandela assumed the country s highest office, the very moment when Leon s political
leadership began. Insightful, and simultaneously serious and amusing, it lifts the veil on many unknown or
unexplained benchmarks from that era: the personal animosity between Mandela and FW De Klerk, the decision
of the Democratic Party to reject Mandela s offer of a seat in his cabinet and whether the extraordinary
outreach of Mandela to the minorities was the shrewd calculation of a latter-day Machiavelli or the genuine
impulses of a secular political saint. This highly readable and first-hand account considers in a balanced
manner both the golden moments and the blind spots of one of the most consequential presidencies and
leaders of the modern democratic age.
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