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Preserve the ocean environment by accelerating scientific
observations of the natural stale of the ocean and its
interactions with the coastal margin - to provide a basis for (a.)
assessing and predicting man-induced and natural
modifications of the character of the oceans; (b.) identifying
damaging or irreversible effects of waste disposal at sea; and
(c.) comprehending the interaction of various levels of marine
life to permit steps to prevent depletion or extinction of
valuable species as a result of man s activities. The above is the
first of the six prescribed goals of the National Science
Foundation s Office for the International Decade of Ocean
Exploration. lit pursuit of this goal, IDOE, in 1971, carried out a
one-year Baseline Data Acquisition Program and in the
following year initiated the Pollutant Transfer Program. The
Baseline Program indicated the present levels of
contamination by trace metals and petroleum...
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