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In presenting to you the one branch of study embraced in this Manual, The Life of Jesus, the committee has had
several objects in view. In the first place it was thought that a saving of energy would be secured by
concentration of effort on one line of work. One brief session a week will scarcely admit of the full treatment of
more than one main subject, together with the auxiliary topics and matters of business properly pertaining to a
Mutual Improvement Association. The value of a mixed course in schools where daily sessions are held, is
acknowledged by all teachers; but under the circumstances which surround you, concentration of effort seems
to us the course of wisdom. Not that we wish you rigidly to exclude all other matters from your meetings. The
course of study itself is richly suggestive of branch lines of work, in the investigation of contemporaneous
history, philosophy, politics, religion, etc., and much of this work is set forth in the notes. Besides, topics of the
times, association business, etc., will profitably fill up whatever space of time may remain after the treatment of
the chief subject. Secondly, it has been thought that greater thoroughness of study will be secured by such
concentration. We desire that all the members of our associations shall plow deep. This habit, as opposed to the
harmful one of skimming, is one of the most valuable mental habits to be gained by any young man. It is hoped
that the fixing of the mind on one principal line of study will help to cultivate this habit. Again, the...
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