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Sidestone Press Jan 2015, 2015. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 257x182x15 mm. This item is printed on
demand - Print on Demand Neuware - Every year, in the last month of the Islamic calendar, millions of Muslims
from around the world come together in Mecca to perform the Hajj, the pilgrimage that all capable Muslims
should perform at least once in their lives. In 2013, the National Museum of Ethnology in Leiden organised the
exhibition Longing for Mecca. The Pilgrim's Journey. The chapters in this volume are the outcome of the two-
day symposium on the Hajj, which was held at the museum in connection to the exhibition. The central theme
that runs through the book is how Hajj practices, representations of Mecca and the exchange of Hajj-related
objects have changed over time. The chapters in the first part of the book discuss religious, social, and political
meanings of the Hajj. Here the relationship is addressed between the significance of pilgrimage to Mecca for the
religious lives of individuals and groups and the wider contexts that they are embedded in. Together, these
anthropological contributions provide insights into the eEects on Hajj practices and meanings for present-day
Muslims caused by current dimensions of globalisation processes. The second part of the book takes material
expressions of the Hajj as its starting point. It explores what Hajj-related artefacts can tell us about the import of
pilgrimage in the daily lives of Muslims in the past and present. The contributions in this part of the volume
point out that Mecca has always been a cosmopolitan city and the nodal point of global interactions far
exceeding religious activities. Together, the chapters in this book depict the Hajj ritual as a living tradition. Each
with its own focus, the various contributions testify to the fact that, while the...
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